
1915 Sandy Court 
Nansf i e l d  , Ohio 44904 
January 30, 1973 

D r .  Vi rg in ia  Apgar 
PO Box 2000 
White P l a i n s ,  N.Y. 10602 

Dear D r .  Apgar, 

I s a w  your appearance on t h e  Cleveland Morning 
Exchange today but w a s  unable t o  g e t  through on t h e  
l i n e  t o  ask a quest ion.  

We have a three-month o l d  son who w a s  born wi th  
hya l ine  membrane d i s e a s e  and given l e s s  than a 508 
chance o f  l i v i n g .  He was induced t h r e e  weeks e a r l y  
and weighed 6 pounds 14 ounces a t  b i r th .  

During my s i x t h  month of  pregnancy, I developed 
what my o b s t e t r i c i a n  r e f e r r e d  t o  as g e s t a t i o n a l  d i abe te s .  
You may be acquainted w i t h  h i m ,  a s  he is f r o m  Johns Hopkins, 
D r .  Carlos MacFarlane. I t o o k  no i n s u l i n  f o r  t h e  problem 
but  con t ro l l ed  i t  wi th  the use o f  Labst ix ,  e a t i n g  o r  n o t  
e a t i n g  sugar as t h e  t e s t s  i nd ica t ed ,  Now t h a t  t he  baby 
is born, t h e  d i abe te s  has disappeared. 

Our p e d i a t r i c i a n  has s a i d  t h e  next  c h i l d  w i l l  have 
a 90s chance o f  having hya l ine ,  My husband and I have 
been unable t o  f i n d  out  more about th i s  d i s e a s e  and i t s  
cause,  o the r  than what it is. We would  l i k e  t o  h o w  i f  
t h e r e  is any r e sea rch  being done on t h e  problem and i f  
s o ,  where can we assist. 

As we l i v e  i n  a r e l a t i v e l y  small town, i t  i s  n o t  
poss ib l e  f o r  us  t o  consu l t  o the r  p e d i a t r i c i a n s  about t h e  
p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  f u t u r e  ch i ld ren  having the  d isease .  
you f e e l  a, 90s chance is r e a l i s t i c ?  
i a t r i c i a n  completely, but  would l i k e  o the r  opinions,  as 
we have been advised by D r .  MacFarlane t o  cons ider  s t e r -  
i l i z a t i o n  a f t e r  one more baby. Our son is t h e  f i r s t  
ch i ld ,  and we would l i k e  a t  l e a s t  one more. 

Do 
We t r u s t  our ped- 

Any he lp  you can g ive  us w i l l  be g r e a t l y  apprec ia ted ,  
and I will l o o k  f o r  your book as s o o n  as I a m  in Cleveland. 

The work you a r e  doing w i t h  t h e  March of  Dimes is 
sensa t iona l .  
on our l o c a l  campaign up u n t i l  t h i s  year. 

I have been t h e  l o c a l  p u b l i c i t y  person here  

Mrs. David A, M i l l e r  


